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(57) ABSTRACT

An electronic substrate connecting structure is used to elec-
trically connect a pair of electronic substrates arranged to face
each other. The electronic substrate connecting structure
includes a plurality of pins erected on one of the electronic
substrates to electrically connect the one of the electronic
substrates and the other electronic substrate, and a pin guide
that has a plurality of guide holes where the pins are inserted
and defines positions of the pins such that the pins are con-
nectable to the other electronic substrate while the pins are
installed in the one of the electronic substrates.

11 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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1
ELECTRONIC SUBSTRATE CONNECTING
STRUCTURE

TECHNICAL FIELD

This invention relates to a connecting structure for electri-
cally connecting a pair of electronic substrates.

BACKGROUND ART

In the related art, a structure has been employed, in which
metal pins are mounted and electrically connected for
exchanging power or signals between a pair of electronic
substrates provided with electronic circuits. In JP2010-
35304 A, there is disclosed a surface mount type busbar hav-
ing a base end soldered to a front face of one of the substrates
and a tip connected to the other substrate.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

However, in the busbar disclosed in JP2010-35304A, in
order to connect the other substrate to the busbar erected on
the one substrate, a position of the tip of the busbar may not
match an installation position on the other substrate due to an
error in an installation position or an angle of the busbar. For
this reason, it is necessary to perform positioning while the
angle of the busbar is manually corrected or employ a posi-
tioning jig. This may degrade workability.

In view of the aforementioned problems, it is therefore an
object of this invention to improve workability to electrically
connect a pair of electronic substrates.

According to one aspect of this invention, an electronic
substrate connecting structure for electrically connecting a
pair of electronic substrates arranged to face each other is
provided. The electronic substrate connecting structure
includes a plurality of pins erected on one of the electronic
substrates to electrically connect the one of the electronic
substrates and the other electronic substrate, and a pin guide
that has a plurality of guide holes where the pins are inserted
and defines positions of the pins such that the pins are con-
nectable to the other electronic substrate while the pins are
installed in the one of the electronic substrates.

The details as well as other features and advantages of this
invention are set forth in the remainder of the specification
and are shown in the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view illustrating an elec-
tronic control unit obtained by applying an electronic sub-
strate connecting structure according to an embodiment of
this invention;

FIG. 2A is a perspective view illustrating a front face of a
pin guide;

FIG. 2B is an enlarged view illustrating a portion IIB of
FIG. 24,

FIG. 3A is a perspective view illustrating a rear face of the
pin guide;

FIG. 3B is an enlarged view illustrating a portion IIIB of
FIG. 3A,;

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view illustrating a guide hole of
the pin guide;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view illustrating a state that a pin
holding member and a pin guide are assembled in one of the
electronic substrates; and
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FIG. 6 is a perspective view illustrating an electronic con-
trolunit obtained by applying an electronic substrate connect-
ing structure according to an embodiment of this invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

An embodiment of this invention will now be described
with reference to the accompanying drawings.

First, an electronic control unit 1 obtained by applying an
electronic substrate connecting structure 100 (hereinafter,
simply referred to as a “connecting structure”) according to
an embodiment of the invention will be described with refer-
ence to FIG. 1.

The electronic control unit 1 includes: a power supply
substrate 2, as one of the electronic substrates, that controls
power supplied to a control target (not illustrated); a control
substrate 3, as the other electronic substrate, that controls the
control target by transmitting and receiving a control signal;
and a casing (not illustrated) that houses the power supply
substrate 2 and the control substrate 3. The casing includes a
housing portion that houses the power supply substrate 2 and
a lid portion that covers the control substrate 3 to close the
housing portion.

The electronic control unit 1 may include, for example, an
engine control unit (ECU) that controls a vehicle engine as a
control target, an electronic control unit (ECU) that controls
an electric power steering device as a control target, or the
like.

The power supply substrate 2 is a planar printed substrate
formed of a high heat-dissipating metal such as aluminum.
The power supply substrate 2 is formed in an approximately
rectangular shape and has an electronic circuit formed on a
front face thereof. A cylindrical capacitor 21 for adjusting a
voltage constantly by removing a noise and other electronic
components (not illustrated) are mounted on the front face of
the power supply substrate 2. In addition, a plurality of pins
22 for electrically connecting the power supply substrate 2
and the control substrate 3 are mounted on the front face of the
power supply substrate 2. The pins 22 will be described in
detail below along with the connecting structure 100.

The control substrate 3 is a planar printed substrate formed
of resin such as a glass epoxy resin. The control substrate 3 is
formed in an approximately rectangular shape, and an elec-
tronic circuit is formed in the rear face thereof. In the control
substrate 3, the planar portion of the rear face is arranged to
face a planar portion of the front face of the power supply
substrate 2. In the control substrate 3, through-holes 31 are
formed as a plurality of terminals connected to each pin 22.

The through-holes 31 are formed to match design positions
of'the tips of the pins 22. The through-holes 31 are formed to
have nearly the same shapes as the exteriors of the pins 22.
The tips of the pins 22 are inserted into the through-holes 31
and are bonded thereto through flow soldering.

Here, when the pin 22 erected on the power supply sub-
strate 2 is inserted into the through-hole 31 of the control
substrate 3, the tip of the pin 22 may not match the position of
the through-hole 31 due to an error in a installation position or
an angle of the pin 22 relative to the power supply substrate 2.
In this regard, in the electronic control unit 1, workability for
inserting the tip of the pin 22 into the through-hole 31 is
improved using a connecting structure 100.

Next, the connecting structure 100 will be described with
reference to FIGS. 1 to 4.

The connecting structure 100 is used to electrically connect
the power supply substrate 2 and the control substrate 3. That
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is, using the connecting structure 100, a pair of the electronic
substrates arranged to face each other are electrically con-
nected.

The connecting structure 100 includes: a plurality of pins
22 erected on the power supply substrate 2 to electrically
connect the power supply substrate 2 and the control substrate
3; a pin holding member 25 that collectively holds a plurality
of pins 22 in the power supply substrate 2; and a pin guide 40
that defines positions of the pins 22 such that the pins can
access the control substrate 3 while they are installed in the
power supply substrate 2.

The pins 22 are metal bar-like members having base ends
mounted on the front face of the power supply substrate 2 and
tips inserted into the control substrate 3. The base ends of the
pins 22 are soldered to the front face of the power supply
substrate 2 perpendicularly. The tips of the pins 22 are
inserted into the through-holes 31 of the control substrate 3
and are soldered thereto. A plurality of pins 22 are integrally
molded using the pin holding member 25.

The pin holding member 25 is a resin member for holding
a plurality of pins 22. The pin holding member 25 is formed
in a rectangular shape approximately matching the control
substrate 3. The pin holding member 25 has a thickness suf-
ficient to hold the pins 22. The pin holding member 25 is fixed
to the power supply substrate 2 by soldering the pins 22. The
pin holding member 25 is fixed to the inner surface of the
housing portion of the casing by fastening a bolt. Alterna-
tively, all of the pins 22 may not be held by the pin holding
member 25. Instead, the pins 22 may be held by the pin
holding member 25 and another subsidiary holding member.

The pin holding member 25 includes: a seat portion 26
where the control substrate 3 seats while the control substrate
3 is installed; and a connector 27 for connecting the power
supply substrate 2 and the control substrate 3 to an external
power supply (not illustrated) or a control target.

The seat portions 26 are erected on a plurality of places of
the surface of the pin holding member 25 facing the control
substrate 3. Six seat portions 26 are formed in the pin holding
member 25 (refer to FIG. 5). The control substrate 3 seats on
the seat portion 26 while the electronic control unit 1 is
assembled. As a result, a distance between the power supply
substrate 2 and the control substrate 3 is defined as a prede-
termined value.

The connector 27 has a plurality of pins protruding to the
side face of the pin holding member 25. The connector 27 is
a terminal that receives power supplied from a power supply
and receives or transmits a control signal from or to a control
target. The connector 27 is formed to protrude to the outside
from the side face of the housing portion of the casing.

The pin guide 40 is an approximately planar resin member
having a front face 40a facing the control substrate 3 and a
rear face 405 facing the power supply substrate 2. The pin
guide 40 is formed in an approximately rectangular shape
across overall positions of the pins 22. The pin guide 40
corrects an inclination angle of the pin 22 relative to the power
supply substrate 2 while it is installed in the power supply
substrate 2 by interposing the pin holding member 25. Spe-
cifically, the pin guide 40 is installed such that the tips 224a of
the pins 22 (refer to FIG. 4) match the positions of the
through-holes 31 of the control substrate 3.

The pin guide 40 includes: a plurality of protrusions 40c¢
protruding to the control substrate 3; a plurality of guide holes
41 formed inside the protrusions 40c, where each of the pins
22 is inserted; a claw portion 45 as a first claw portion that is
engaged with the pin holding member 25 while the pins 22 are
inserted to define a relative position; a claw portion 46 as a
second claw portion that holds the control substrate 3 between
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the seat portions 26; and a capacitor holding portion 48 that
holds a capacitor 21 mounted on the power supply substrate 2.

The protrusion 40c¢ is tapered to be thin toward the control
substrate 3. The control substrate 3 seats on the tip 404 of the
protrusion 40¢ while the control substrate 3 is installed. As a
result, it is possible to support the control substrate 3 in a
plurality of places. Alternatively, the control substrate 3 may
be supported only by the seat portions 26 such that the tip 404
of' the protrusion 40¢ does not abut on the control substrate 3
while the control substrate 3 is installed.

As illustrated in FIG. 4, the guide hole 41 is formed in the
inner circumference of the protrusion 40c protruding from the
front face 40a of the pin guide 40 to the control substrate 3.
The guide hole 41 includes: atapered portion 42 formed in the
inner circumference and narrowed from the power supply
substrate 2 side to the control substrate 3 side to allow the
control substrate 3 side to match an exterior of the pin 22; and
a curved portion 43 curved from the inner circumference of
the end portion, where the pin 22 is inserted, toward the outer
circumference. The guide hole 41 is formed to match the
position of the through-hole 31 of the control substrate 3 in
the tip 404 of the protrusion 40c.

As the pin 22 is inserted from the rear face 405 side of the
pin guide 40, the tapered portion 42 corrects an inclination
angle to allow the tip 22a of the pin 22 to match the position
of the through-hole 31 while the tapered portion 42 abuts on
the pin 22. The tapered portion 42 is opened most widely in
the rear face 404 side. Therefore, the pin 22 can be easily
inserted into the guide hole 41 even when there is an error in
an installation position or an angle of the pin 22.

The curved portion 43 is formed in the inlet of the rear face
405 side of the guide hole 41. The curved portion 43 has a
curved surface that smoothly connects the rear face 406 ofthe
pin guide 40 and the tapered portion 42. The curved portion
43 widely opens the inlet of the guide hole 41 to the outer
circumference. Therefore, compared to a case where the
tapered portion 42 is solely provided, it is possible to further
easily insert the pin 22 into the guide hole 41 even when there
is an error in the installation position or the angle of the pin 22.

As illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 3A, the claw portions 45
protrude toward the power supply substrate 2 from the rear
face 405 of the pin guide 40. The claw portions 45 are formed
in at least two opposite places and hold the pin holding mem-
ber 25 such that a part of or the entire portion of the pin
holding member 25 are interposed when the claw portions 45
are engaged with the pin holding member 25. In the pin guide
40, the claw portions 45 are formed in five places and are hold
the pin holding member 25 by interposing a part thereof.

The claw portion 45 is engaged with an engagement por-
tion (not illustrated) formed in the pin holding member 25
when the pin 22 is inserted into the guide hole 41, and the pin
guide 40 approaches the pin holding member 25 by a prede-
termined position. As a result, the pin guide 40 is fixed to the
pin holding member 25. It is noted that the claw portion 45
may be engaged with the power supply substrate 2 instead of
engagement between the claw portion 45 and the pin holding
member 25.

Meanwhile, as illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2A, the claw
portion 46 protrudes from the front face 40a of the pin guide
40 toward the control substrate 3. The claw portions 46 are
formed in at least two opposite places and hold the control
substrate 3 by interposing a part of or the entire portion of the
control substrate 3 when the claw portions 46 are engaged
with the control substrate 3. In the pin guide 40, the claw
portions 46 are formed in three places and hold the control
substrate 3 by interposing the entire longitudinal direction of
the control substrate 3.
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When the control substrate 3 is installed from the upper
side of the pin guide 40, the control substrate 3 seats on the
seat portions 26 of the pin holding member 25, and the claw
portions 46 are engaged with the control substrate 3. As a
result, the control substrate 3 is fixed between the seat por-
tions 26 and the claw portions 46.

As illustrated in FIGS. 2A to 3B, the capacitor holding
portion 48 includes: an opening 48a opened in a rectangular
shape on the front face 40a of the pin guide 40; and a pair of
erectable portions 485 erected to cover the opening 48a from
a pair of facing sides of the opening 48a. The capacitor
holding portion 48 holds the capacitor 21 protruding from the
opening 48a such that the erectable portions 4856 abut on the
outer circumferences of the side faces of the capacitor 21. As
a result, it is possible to prevent the capacitor 21 as a large-
sized component mounted on the control substrate 3 from
falling off when the electronic control unit 1 is turned over to
perform flow soldering as described below.

Next, an assembling sequence of the electronic control unit
1 applied to the connecting structure 100 will be described
with reference to FIGS. 5 and 6.

First, the power supply substrate 2 and the pin holding
member 25 are assembled. Specifically, base ends of each pin
22 held by the pin holding member 25 are soldered to a
terminal portion formed on the front face of the power supply
substrate 2. In this state, the pin holding member 25 integrated
with the power supply substrate 2 is housed in the housing
portion of the casing using a bolt.

Alternatively, the pin 22 held by the pin holding member 25
may not be directly soldered to the power supply substrate 2.
Instead, a base end of the pin 22 held by another subsidiary
holding member may be soldered to the power supply sub-
strate 2, and the pin 22 held by the pin holding member 25
may be welded to the pin 22 of the subsidiary holding mem-
ber.

Then, asillustrated in FIG. 5, the pin guide 40 is assembled.
Specifically, the pin guide 40 is lowered from the upside
above the pin holding member 25 such that the tip 224 of the
pin 22 erected on the power supply substrate 2 can be inserted
into the corresponding guide hole 41. As the pin 22 is inserted
into the guide hole 41, and the claw portion 45 of the pin guide
40 is engaged with the pin holding member 25, the assem-
bling of the pin guide 40 is completed.

Here, the tapered portion 42 and the curved portion 43 are
formed in the guide hole 41 of the pin guide 40. For this
reason, for example, when there is an error in the installation
angle of the pin 22, the inclination angle is corrected such
that, first, the tip 22a of the pin 22 makes contact with the
curved portion 43, to be inserted into the tapered portion 42 of
the guide hole 41. In addition, while the pin 22 abuts on the
inner circumference of the tapered portion 42, the inclination
angle is smoothly corrected. When the pin 22 protrudes from
the tip 404, the inclination angle is corrected to match the
position of the through-hole 31 of the control substrate 3.

Then, as illustrated in FIG. 6, the control substrate 3 is
assembled. Specifically, the control substrate 3 is lowered
from the upside and is pressedly inserted so that the control
substrate 3 seats on the seat portion 26 of the pin holding
member 25. In this case, since the tips 22a of each pin 22
already match the position of the through-holes 31 due to
installation of the pin guide 40, it is possible to easily install
the control substrate 3.

As the control substrate 3 seats on the seat portion 26, the
claw portion 46 is engaged with the control substrate 3. As a
result, the assembling of the control substrate 3 is completed.

As described above, the pin 22 erected on the power supply
substrate 2 is positioned such that it can be connected to the
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control substrate 3 when it is inserted into the guide hole 41 of
the pin guide 40. Therefore, it is not necessary to correct an
angle or using a positioning jig in order to position the pin 22
when the control substrate 3 is installed. As a result, it is
possible to improve workability for electrically connecting
the power supply substrate 2 and the control substrate 3.

After the control substrate 3 is assembled, the electronic
control unit 1 is turned over such that the control substrate 3
faces the ground, and the flow soldering is performed. As a
result, the pin 22 inserted into the through-hole 31 is soldered
to the control substrate 3, and the power supply substrate 2
and the control substrate 3 are electrically connected to each
other.

In this case, the pin guide 40 is fixed to the pin holding
member 25 through engagement of the claw portion 45. In
addition, the control substrate 3 is held between the pin hold-
ing member 25 and the pin guide 40 as the claw portion 46 is
engaged. Therefore, even when the electronic control unit 1 is
turned over, the pin guide 40 or the control substrate 3 does
not fall off.

The capacitor 21 mounted on the power supply substrate 2
is held by the capacitor holding portion 48 ofthe pin guide 40.
Therefore, the capacitor 21 does not fall off even when the
electronic control unit 1 is turned over.

Alternatively, the capacitor 21 may not be directly
mounted on the power supply substrate 2. Instead, the capaci-
tor 21 may be welded to the pin 22 held by the pin holding
member 25 for electrical connection.

After the power supply substrate 2 and the control substrate
3 are electrically connected to each other through a plurality
of pins 22 by performing flow soldering, a lid is installed in
the housing portion of the casing to cover it. Through the
assembling sequence described above, the electronic control
unit 1 is completed.

According to the embodiments described above, the fol-
lowing effects can be obtained.

The pin 22 erected on the power supply substrate 2 is
inserted into the guide hole 41 of the pin guide 40 and is
positioned accessibly to the control substrate 3. Therefore, it
is not necessary to correct an angle or use a positioning jig in
order to position the pin 22 when the control substrate 3 is
installed. As a result, it is possible to improve workability for
electrically connecting the power supply substrate 2 and the
control substrate 3.

Embodiments of this invention were described above, but
the above embodiments are merely examples of applications
of this invention, and the technical scope of this invention is
not limited to the specific constitutions of the above embodi-
ments.

This application claims priority based on Japanese Patent
Application No. 2012-076354 filed with the Japan Patent
Office on Mar. 29, 2012, the entire contents of which are
incorporated into this specification.

The embodiments of this invention in which an exclusive
property or privilege is claimed are defined as follows:

1. An electronic substrate connecting structure for electri-
cally connecting first and second electronic substrates
arranged to face each other, said electronic substrate connect-
ing structure comprising:

a plurality of pins erected on the first electronic substrate
and configured to electrically connect the first electronic
substrate and the second electronic substrate;

apin guide that has a plurality of guide holes where the pins
are inserted, respectively, and defines positions of the
pins such that the pins are connectable to the second
electronic substrate while the pins are installed in the
first electronic substrate; and
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a pin holding member that collectively holds the plurality
of'the pins erected on the first electronic substrate in the
first electronic substrate,

wherein

the pinholding member has a seat portion where the second
electronic substrate seats while the second electronic
substrate is installed, and

the pin guide has a claw portion that is configured to hold
the second electronic substrate along with the seat por-
tion.

2. The electronic substrate connecting structure according

to claim 1, wherein

the second electronic substrate has a plurality of terminal
portions where the pins are connected, and

the pin guide causes tips of the pins to match positions of
the terminal portions while the pin guide is installed in
the first electronic substrate.

3. The electronic substrate connecting structure according

to claim 1, wherein

each of the guide holes has a tapered portion formed in an
inner circumference and narrowed from the first elec-
tronic substrate toward the second electronic substrate to
allow a second electronic substrate side to approxi-
mately match an exterior of the respective pin.

4. The electronic substrate connecting structure according

to claim 1, wherein

each of the guide holes has a curved portion in an end
portion where the respective pin is inserted.

5. The electronic substrate connecting structure according

to claim 1, wherein

the pin guide has a further claw portion engaged with the
pin holding member or the first electronic substrate to
define a relative position while the pins are inserted in
the guide holes, respectively.

6. The electronic substrate connecting structure according

to claim 1, wherein

the pin guide has a plurality of protrusions that are erected
toward the second electronic substrate and internally
have the guide holes, respectively, and

the second electronic substrate seats on tips of the protru-
sions while the second electronic substrate is installed.

7. An electronic substrate connecting structure for electri-

cally connecting first and second electronic substrates
arranged to face each other, said electronic substrate connect-
ing structure comprising:
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a plurality of pins erected on the first electronic substrate
and configured to electrically connect the first electronic
substrate and the second electronic substrate; and

apin guide that has a plurality of guide holes where the pins
are inserted, respectively, and defines positions of the
pins such that the pins are connectable to the second
electronic substrate while the pins are installed in the
first electronic substrate,

wherein

the first electronic substrate is a power supply substrate that
is configured to control power,

the second electronic substrate is a control substrate that is
configured to control a control target, and

the pin guide has a capacitor holding portion that is con-
figured to hold a capacitor electrically connected to the
power supply substrate.

8. The electronic substrate connecting structure according

to claim 7, wherein

the second electronic substrate has a plurality of terminal
portions where the pins are connected, and

the pin guide causes tips of the pins to match positions of
the terminal portions while the pin guide is installed in
the first electronic substrate.

9. The electronic substrate connecting structure according

to claim 7, wherein

each of the guide holes has a tapered portion formed in an
inner circumference and narrowed from the first elec-
tronic substrate toward the second electronic substrate to
allow a second electronic substrate side to approxi-
mately match an exterior of the respective pin.

10. The electronic substrate connecting structure accord-

ing to claim 7, wherein

each of the guide holes has a curved portion in an end
portion where the respective pin is inserted.

11. The electronic substrate connecting structure accord-

ing to claim 7, wherein

the pin guide has a plurality of protrusions that are erected
toward the second electronic substrate and internally
have the guide holes, respectively, and

the second electronic substrate seats on tips of the protru-
sions while the second electronic substrate is installed.
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